Introduction
The objectives of sample preparation for high pressure liquid chromatography (HPLC) analysis are the elimination of compounds that would otherwise progressively reduce the performance of the analytical column and directly interfere with the separation and quantitation of analytes. Approaches to achieve these objectives have included liquid-liquid extraction [1 and 2] , protein precipitation [3] , ultrafiltration [4] , dialysis [5] and the use of sorbants, by either pre-column [6] or column switching and back-flushing techniques [7] . All these operate as batch processes with the exception of column switching methods and those employing robots. The electrical connections between these components are schematically shown in figure 1. Operation of the sample preparation unit
The operations required to prepare a single sample for injection are shown in the timing diagram (figure 2) and are as follows:
(1) The sampler probe is moved from the wash reservoir into the sample cup, the Minipuls energized, and sample is drawn into the donor channel of the dialyser block. Once the donor channel is filled, the sampler probe is returned to the wash reservoir and the Minipuls is switched off.
(2) With the sample held in the donor channel of the dialyser, the TEC pump is energized and dialysate is drawn from the recipient channel of the dialyser and passed through the TEC. The 
